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Chapter 1
Sarah:
Hello, and welcome to the Historic Scotland podcast. My name is Sarah MacGillivray. I’m an actor and writer with a passion for people, place and story.
Each episode, we will be travelling across Scotland to a different site, unearthing their surprising tales. Today, we’re at Huntly Castle.
It’s a place steeped in power, politics and prestige. From noble ambitions to dramatic downfall, this fortress holds the legacy of the Gordon family and the famous Cock o’ the North.
To guide us, I’ll be hearing from historian Patrick, who brings the past to life with stories of the powerful figures who shaped this place.

Chapter 2
0:47
Patrick:
So they took the coffin into the council chamber of the courtroom, put it on end and opened it, and on the shroud they pinned the coat of arms of the Gordon family.

Sarah:
And we’re talking to Jen for an exploration of the castle’s ruins and its surprising ties to conservation today.

Jen:
So here at Huntly, you see a lot of grassy areas, you know, you’ve got fields on either side of the road that leads up to the castle. And the majority of the grassy areas at Huntly, they’re either left uncut or they’re managed in a way that benefits the local wildlife.

Chapter 3
01:23
Sarah’s intro:
Trust me when I say you’re in the very best hands in this episode, because Patrick, as well as being one of the most lovely gentlemen I’ve ever met, has quite literally written the book on Huntly Castle.
Seriously, he’s an author on this place. You can buy his book.
He used to be a mathematics teacher, retired early, became a local historian. He volunteers here and you can meet him quite often and you’re very lucky if you do.
Huntly Castle is his passion. He was born just over the tree line and used to come and play within its walls as a child.
Patrick doesn’t own Huntly Castle, but the Gordon family once did. They were one of the most powerful noble houses in Scotland.
Originally of Anglo-Norman descent, they established themselves in the northeast and quickly became indispensable to the Scottish crown. Their loyalty was rewarded with land, titles and influence.
By the late 15th and 16th centuries, the Gordons held sway over vast territories, effectively ruling the North on behalf of the Scottish monarchy.
The Cock of the North, a title referring to one George Gordon, was cemented through prowess and political acumen.
But Patrick knows a lot more than me.

Chapter 4
02:50
Patrick:
Well, to understand the Cock of the North, you really have to think of his family, the Gordon chiefs that were here before him.
You know, they were all great fighters, but they also were quite wise in arranging their own affairs and ruling their own lands.
And at that time, the kings of Scotland were often busy down in the south, fighting the English in the borders or quelling rebellions by the Douglasses and so on.
And it suited the kings to have somebody, a friend, who could keep the northern part of their kingdom in order for them.
And these were the Gordon Chiefs.

Sarah:
Okay.

Patrick:
And, of course, this suited the Gordons as well because they got more and more lands from the king and they were called lieutenants of the north. And the north was anything above the River Tay, really.

Sarah:
Okay. So a massive area.

Patrick:
And they sometimes became chancellors of Scotland as well because, well, that was like the prime minister at the time, you know. And so they were a very powerful family indeed.
And the Cock o’ the North’s predecessor, his grandfather, the 3rd Earl of Huntly, was just typical of him.
And an English historian said of him, and can I quote what he said?
He said the “Earl of Huntly is held in the highest reputation of all the Scottish nobility for valiancy, wisdom and policy.”
That was the Cock o’ the North’s grandfather.

Sarah:
Right, okay.

Patrick:
This was the family he came from. And he showed all these traits himself as well, you know.

Sarah:
Amazing traits.

Patrick:
So when he was just a toddler, his father died of an illness. And then when he was 10 years old, his grandfather, the 3rd Earl, died as well.
And so 10 years old, he needed a guardian. And it was decided that the most powerful woman in Scotland at the time should be his guardian. And that was Margaret Tudor.
She was the widow of James IV. And she was the mother, of course, of the young boy king, James V. And also sister to Henry VIII.

Sarah:
Oh, right.

Patrick:
So young George Gordon, who became the Cock o’ the North, was taken down from Huntly and lived in the royal palaces. And he was brought up with young James V, who was two years his senior. And they remained friends all their lives.
So from an early age, he was at the centre of power, really, in Scotland. And when James V became a bit older, he was looking for a wife, of course, and twice he went to France for about eight months at a time.
And the first time he went there, he must have ruled Scotland very well. So can I give you a quotation of what a historian of the time said to him?
“During the king’s absence, the Earl of Huntly so prudently managed public affairs that there were no tumults nor disorders during the king’s absence.”

Sarah:
Wow.

Patrick:
So it was great praise indeed.

Sarah:
Yeah, did a brilliant job.

Patrick:
So that was the early life, really, of the George Gordon.
But things changed a bit when James V died after the Battle of Solway Moss.
At that time, his widow, Mary of Guise, was the most powerful woman in the land of Scotland. She was the regent. But her chief advisor was the Earl of Huntly. And they seem to have gotten on quite well together. Because in 1350, when Mary of Guise decided to go to France to visit her relatives, she took the earl with him.

Sarah:
Oh, really?

Patrick:
Must have raised some eyebrows at the time, you know.
And when he was in France, he was really quite astounded at the lifestyle of the French nobility. And their castles as well.
So when he came back to Scotland here, back to Huntly, he decided to rearrange and refurbish and rebuild the principal rooms of his castle here.
And he got the most expensive and finest tapestries you could get from abroad, the best furniture you could get, and so on. And when he had finished this refurbishment, he invited Mary of Guise to come up and visit him.

Sarah:
And see his new...

Patrick:
Yeah. So she came up with a large retinue of people, including a man called our chief domestic and the French ambassador to Scotland.
And she was… Mary of Guise was astounded at the splendour of these rooms. They were better than the rooms in the royal palaces, seemingly.
And she was also amazed at other things. The size of the windows… some of the windows were very big and beautifully glazed. And also surprised at the fact that so much fresh food was being delivered to the castle every day.
And it’s said that the French ambassador was taken down to the cellars here by the Earl of Huntly to see the amount of food that was stored in these places.
And this French ambassador then said to Mary of Guise: “Soon, I think, you’ll have to clip the wings of this Earl of Huntly. He’s getting really too powerful, maybe a bit too big for his boots.” You know.
Well, his wings weren’t clipped initially, but he did fall out with Mary of Guise in 1560 because the Reformation had just started and she wanted to introduce French troops into Scotland and Ireland like this. So they fell out then.
But then I think Mary of Guise died the same year and there was quite a turmoil in Scotland due for the Reformation.
And then Mary Queen of Scots came back from France. She was 19 or 20 and she was a widow, but she was under the control of all these Protestant lords who call themselves Lords of the Congregation.
But especially under the thumb of her illegitimate brother, James Stuart.
So when Mary made a progress in this area, she wouldn’t visit Huntly Castle. She refused to come to Huntly Castle because probably James Stuart would be telling her that the Earl of Huntly was really her enemy rather than her friend or something like that.
So she went and lived nearby at Rothiemay Castle.

Sarah:
Okay.

Patrick:
And then progressed right to Inverness. And when she got there, they wouldn’t let her into the castle at Inverness. And, of course, this was a great affront.

Sarah:
Yeah.

Patrick:
But with the help of some Highlanders from Clan Chattan, they broke into the castle. And a lot of the people inside the castle were hanged. And they blamed the Earl of Huntly for this affront. Because he was a hereditary keeper of Inverness Castle. 
So I think James Stuart, her illegitimate brother, persuaded Mary to arrest the Earl of Huntly.

Sarah:
Yeah, yeah. 

Patrick:
They weren’t able to do that. I think they were too frightened to come too near Huntly Castle. At any rate, shortly after the Earl of Huntly realised that all these Protestant armies were converging upon him and he took the initiative of getting a small army himself and going to Aberdeen.
Why, we’re not sure, but we think it was just to secure the port of Aberdeen for the Gordons and the Catholic faction.
But he met a large Protestant army outside Aberdeen at Corrichie. And probably just after the battle had finished, he fell off his horse and he died.

Sarah:
Oh, dear.

Patrick:
So they took his body into Aberdeen and embalmed it for the cost of 23 pounds, three shillings and four pence. And then for an extra 10 pounds, they put it in a coffin, took it down to Edinburgh.

Sarah:
Okay.

Patrick:
And they weren’t quite sure, the Scottish government, really what to do with him, I don’t think, because the coffin laid for a while in the Tolbooth. It was in Holyrood House, I think, for a while and maybe elsewhere.
But then they had the brilliant idea – we’ll put the dead earl on trial for treason.
So they took the coffin into the council chamber, or the courtroom, put it on end and opened it, and on the shroud they pinned the coat of arms of the Gordon family.
And on one side of the coffin stood a lawyer who would answer for the corpse. And on the other side was a herald with a large book, which contained all the coats of arms of the nobility of Scotland, but opened at the Gordons page.
And so the judge started the trial, asked questions. Are you guilty of this, that, the next?
And of course, the lawyer always said, “guilty, sir,” or “guilty, my lord,” you know.
And eventually the judge said to the corpse, you are therefore guilty of high treason. We confiscate your castle, your estates and your wealth, it all sort of comes to us, you know.
So with that, they tore the coat of arms from the shroud, they tore the Gordon pages from the book, and seemingly they tore these pages in little bits in front of the corpse just to annoy him.
And when that charade was over, the coffin was put down and closed.
And I still think they weren’t sure what to do with him.
Of course, this was about 1562, you see, and the coffin was in Edinburgh until about 1566, when it came back to Huntly and then moved off to Elgin Cathedral, and you can see his burial place there to this day.
So that was the end of the Cock o’ the North, but this title really has descended through the generations.

Sarah:
Okay, so they all inherit that title?

Patrick:
And the present Cock o’ the North is the 13th Marquis of Huntly.

Sarah:
Okay.

Patrick:
So I think that’s more or less the end of the story of the Cock o’ the North.

Sarah:
Wow, that’s incredible. And was that like, did they do that often? Like put a corpse on trial like that?

Patrick:
No, I don’t think they did that very often.

Sarah:
So it was a one-off. I mean, it’s...

Patrick:
The corpse objected to this, really.

Sarah:
Yeah.

Chapter 5
13:57
Sarah:
So that’s the family. But what about the castle itself?
Standing in front of it and slowly wandering through crunchy January snow, Patrick and I walked anti-clockwise around the ruins.

Patrick:
Well, when visitors come to look at Huntly Castle, the first thing their eyes go up and they see all this fancy carving at the top and the names written on there.
This is a 6th Earl of Huntly, George Gordon.

Sarah:
Oh, right up the top there, he’s moving up there, George Gordon.

Patrick:
George Gordon was very friendly with James VI of Scotland.

Sarah:
He’s Mary Queen of Scots’ son, right?

Patrick:
Yeah. So at one time, he tried to introduce Spanish troops into Scotland. And this plan was found out. And James VI, of course, didn’t like this very much, and he had to be seen to punish George somehow. So he blew up part of the castle at the back here.

Sarah:
Okay.

Patrick:
But only five years later he made George a marquis, a step up. He must have said to him, “George, I’m sorry. I blew your house up, but I’ll make you a marquis”. And it’s the first time this title had been used in Scotland. I think it had come from maybe France and I think George is very proud of this so his name’s up here, George Gordon, 1st Marquis, and at the very right-hand side you can see the beginning of the word Huntly.

Sarah:
Yes.

Patrick:
And there used to be a square tower at the corner.

Sarah:
Right.

Patrick:
You can see it here, you see.
With the words continued round and the date 1602.
And then underneath, of course, we have his wife’s name, Henrietta Stewart, Marquise of Huntly.
And you see in this diagram here, there was other writing there originally as well, around the square tower in Latin.
As long as the King trusts in the Lord and in his mercy, he will not be removed.
And so they built a square tower at the back as well, put these griffins on the roof and also a balcony. So on fine days like this, they could come out and look at their gardens. And we’re told they did actually play bowls along here as well. And there was often horse racing in the fields the other side.

Sarah:
And was this… this must have been a really important area then as well for this.

Patrick:
Yes, this is the focal point of this Gordon family. They had other castles all over the place here, but this was their main castle here.
But they, of course, remained staunch Catholics. And because of that, they were on the losing side, really. And the castle was under control of Protestants from about 1640 to 1660.
And then when Charles II came back, they got the castle back again. But by that time, they’d moved to a smaller castle near Fochabers.
And they remained there and made it eventually into a huge mansion house and called it Gordon Castle.

Sarah:
Okay. And is that still there?

Patrick:
Yes. Well, part of it. It’s still occupied.
And this castle was still occupied by a man called the Chamberlain of Huntly, who looked after the estates and so on. And the last time it really was occupied was after the Battle of Culloden. Government troops from Culloden came through Huntly and they were billeted here for a year or two. And then when they left, the castle gradually fell into dereliction, you know, and the roof came down in the early 1800s.
In 1923, the Gordon family passed it over for conservation.

Sarah:
Okay. It’s an amazing place. It’s very striking, isn’t it?

Patrick:
The 1st Marquis of Huntly, apart from decorating the front of the castle, also decorated this doorway, heraldic doorway. And you can see a lot of carvings round the door itself.
And then above the door, you have the coat of arms of the 1st Marquis of Huntly and his wife, Henrietta Stewart.
In fact, their initials are under the shield there. You can just make them out, you know. G.M. is George Marquis Huntly and so on, you see, and her initials are to the other side.

Sarah:
What sort of date would that be?

Patrick:
Well, the oriel windows and that were in by 1602. This might have been a year or two later, early on in the 1600s.
And then, of course, the Marquess and Marchioness of Huntly, they had to look up to the royal family. So the royal coat of arms is the one above.
And the king at the time was James VI of Scotland and he had married a princess from Denmark, Anne of Denmark. And so the shield is a combination of both their coats of arms.
The supporter on the left-hand side is a unicorn for Scotland. And you’ve got this dragon sort of beast representing Denmark. And then the crown above that, on which is a lion holding two sceptres, is part of the coat of arms because that framework wouldn’t usually be there in a coat of arms. And then you’ve got the initials of the king here, James King, Jacobus Rex, and Queen Anna Regina VI of Scotland. And then the upper part of the door has been defaced because the castle was captured by the Protestant Covenanters in 1640.
They didn’t like anything of a religious nature that was carved. This was idolatry to them, you see. So a Captain Wallace got a ladder and a hammer and a chisel, and he got up there and he hacked away at what was above that lion there. It’s all of a religious nature.
We know what was there. Just as the marquis had to look up to the royal family, the royal family had to look up to Christ and his kingdom.
Inside the square was a crucifix with angels on each side. In the oblong above that was a quotation in Latin from Paul’s letter to the Galatians which said, God forbid that I should boast, save in the cross of Jesus Christ.
And then in the circle above, that represented the risen Christ.
So you had this progression going up from the marquis to the risen Christ.
But for some reason, even higher up, there’s a figure there. That’s the Archangel Michael.
Now, why he was left, I don’t know. Maybe the ladder wasn’t long enough. Or maybe Wallace fell off and broke his neck or something, but he couldn’t get at Michael, so he survived.

Chapter 6
22:03
Sarah’s intro:
Huntly Castle now stands in ruins, a striking symbol of the rise and fall of the Gordon family.
Once a place of power and influence, the castle a physical testament to their status, it has crumbled over time, its splendour reduced to a shell.
Its decay mirrors the fate of the family, once untouchable, only to be undone by shifting alliances.
There’s something in that.
Transformation? Rebirth, perhaps? What remains today tells a different kind of story. One of resilience, of preservation, and of new life finding a home within these ruins.

Chapter 7
22:52
Sarah:
We have just left Patrick, who told us about these beautiful heraldic, is that the right word, heraldic carvings.
And we’re going to go in quite a small door into what looks like some sort of spiral staircase.
Would you like to lead us in?

Jen:
Of course, sure, no problem.

Sarah:
Thank you.

Jen:
So I’m Jen Farquharson, and I’m the lead Technical Content Officer.

Sarah:
Hanging on to the rails.

Jen:
Yes.

Sarah:
So this looks pretty well intact, because obviously a lot of the castle is in ruins, but this is… the structure is pretty sound, isn’t it? It’s not going to fall?

Jen:
Totally sound, totally sound. But yeah, you can still see a lot of the archways and kind of vaults and some structures and the floors above us.

Sarah:
Yeah, I didn’t expect this actually when I stepped inside to see. It’s like stepping back in time.

Jen:
It absolutely is. But a lot of the thing you have to remember, especially given that this would have been a palace, it would have been quite well decorated, quite richly decorated.

Sarah:
Is that right? All these walls would have been decorated, like maybe painted?

Jen:
I mean, perhaps. I personally haven’t ever seen an image of the inside of Huntly Castle when it was intact. But a lot of places, you look at places like Stirling Castle and the palace there, they were meant to be kind of places of… palaces were meant to be places of relaxation and rest and leisure.
So they would have reflected that.

Sarah:
What would have been on the floor? Would the floors have been like this?

Jen:
Yeah, so the floors would have been, it depended on the area. So a lot of places were constructed and built using local materials. Some places this could have been flagstone. That’s quite popular in Caithness.
Other places it could maybe be sandstone blocks. As you see here, we’ve got some kind of cobbles here of all different kind of shapes and sizes and colours. So watch your feet as you walk around.

Sarah:
Thank you. So have you ever been in here before?

Jen:
This is my first time at Huntly Castle. Absolutely, I’m excited about this.
I mean, you can already see here, up there, you can see a nest where a bird was nesting.
So, you know, even though I’ve not been here, some little animals have been making their home and visiting here as well. You get that a lot in castles where you get maybe owls or lots of bats, birds and things that come and nest in the various structures. It’s lovely.

Sarah:
Yeah. And what would the team then do when the birds or bats are coming in and nesting? Would you just monitor them or just leave them be?

Jen:
I think a lot of the time they’re kind of monitored and mostly left be. I can’t say for every site – every site will have a different approach.
Bats are a protected species, obviously, so we take very good care with them.
I know a lot of the rangers around our sites really love to keep an eye on the baby birds and make sure everything’s okay.
We do have to be careful with some of our sites to do with bird droppings, to be frank.

Sarah:
Really?

Jen:
Yeah, because it can be acidic and it can cause damage to the store.
Not to get graphic or anything. But yes, we have to make sure that no droppings or anything are damaging the site.
But yeah, overall, you know, biodiversity is a big thing. So we want to, you know, castles are for everybody, you know. You don’t have to be human.

Sarah
Yeah. Yeah, that’s amazing.

Chapter 8
25:58
Sarah’s intro:
Jen and I, now in the castle, went right to the top.
The castle feels both triumphant and secluded, nestled among trees, which is exactly what I wanted to talk to her about, because for Historic Scotland, Huntly has become something of a biodiversity icon.

Sarah:
No, I don’t know what temperature is there. Do you know what temperature is there? I’d need to get my app that I identify birds.
I need an app.

Jen:
You can let me know if your app is the same as my sources of information.

Sarah: 
I think yours is probably more likely to be correct.

Jen:
We’ll see, we’ll see. We’ll need to get, you know what, if someone’s listening to the podcast, we’ll need to get them to check it on an app if they’re in the area and they can tell us if it’s going to work or if it’s right.

Sarah:
I could do it before we leave.

Jen:
So we know that mature trees were planted here at Huntly Castle in about the early to mid-1800s. And we know that from an early survey that was completed from about 1747 to 1752. It shows trees planted in a circuit around the site. And so a lot of what you’ll see here are elm trees.
So there was a ruined structure on the site that Huntly Lodge was built to replace. And some elm trees were planted to really show off the ruin because it was seen as very romantic and a bit of a statement. So as visitors and the family were driving by, it was something to show off. Because this was during the periods of 18th and 19th century, Romanticism was reaching its peak. So people like Sir Walter Scott and Robert Burns were really popular.
So the elm trees, they were part of a design landscape. It was really fashionable at the time to kind of highlight Romanticism and romantic features in your property that way.

Sarah:
I didn’t know that that would be, the elm trees were the ones that would be planted and grown in order to do that.

Jen:
I mean, maybe there were other trees and they were particularly partial to elm, but, you know, you’ve just got, you look out at the landscape here and you see the limbs and, you know, they’re really spidery and you’ve got these lovely kind of little knots that maybe animals can hide in and you’ve got winter here and then you see the snow on the fields and it’s just really pretty.
So, you know, the trees were kind of planted as part of a design landscape then, and, you know, looking at fashions in terms of how you presented your property.
Back then, they weren’t really planted for reasons of biodiversity or conservation.
So, but today, and with the work of the staff in the region and at the site, you know, the trees play a really vital role in conservation today.
So, we were talking earlier about bats. The staff here, they looked at all the trees. They found ones that had the best risk, and they’ve got bat boxes in the area to protect the bat population, which is really nice.
And even when trees have to be brought down, because sometimes they do, there was a case of Dutch elm disease here, so you have to protect the rest of the trees here that don’t have it by cutting them down, but they were able to be reused.
So they went to a local sawmill where they were cut, and they were able to be reused in traditional skills projects down at the National Trust in England, who used them to repair farm buildings and things.
So that was really good that they were able to be reused that way.
So there’s different ways of approaching kind of tree conservation and how that kind of works with biodiversity. And then sometimes when you do have to make the decision to bring trees down, you reuse them where you can.
So when you do have to bring trees down, the staff here have also been planting new trees in their place and they’ve taken a lot of care to make sure that the trees are heritage trees, so they’re trees native to the area.
They’ve done this at Spynie too, Spynie Palace.

Sarah:
Where’s Spynie? Is that close by?
Who’s Spynie? 

Jen:
Who knows where Spynie is? It’s not too far away.

Sarah:
Spynie Palace is about an hour northwest of Huntly, by the way. It’s near Lossiemouth, just, you know, so you know.

Jen: 
Yeah, so at Spynie Palace, there were about 95 infected elms they had to bring down.
It is quite a lot, but they also planted native species in their place, so these were mostly oaks.
We said how, you know, originally when planting was done and landscapes were designed, they weren’t thinking about biodiversity or, you know, conservation.
So, you know, for the wealthy in society, they were based on aesthetics and fashion, you know, what was trendy, what looked good.
In places like monasteries, the landscapes were designed for food or meditation and contemplation, sometimes even medicine.
In places like Edzell during the medieval period, gardens were planted to create certain sounds because they attracted songbirds. But this was for the sound – it wasn’t necessarily for the birds themselves. And so it wasn’t for the sake of biodiversity but today we’re able to manage these landscapes in a way that better supports biodiversity and supports all the animals and wildlife and flora and fauna and all other sites. And this is really important obviously because they’re all coming under increasing pressure because of climate change. 
So here at Huntly, you’ll see a lot of grassy areas, you know, you’ve got fields on either side of the road that leads up to the castle and the majority of the grass areas at Huntly they’re either left uncut or they’re managed in a way that benefits the local wildlife. You know, there’s the initiative of, what is it, no mow May, or something like that, where you can hold off from cutting your grass a bit. They’re emulating that a bit here at Huntly and the staff are also trying to encourage a native meadow to grow so I think it had its first summer season last year and the number of flower species have flourished really well in a native meadow. 
And they’re also doing things over at Kildrummy where they’re trialling like wildflowers and so they’re establishing a lot of plants so the Grampians is doing a lot of work to protect biodiversity by encouraging growth at our sites and there’s one site at Auchindoun that’s being considered for designation as a site of special scientific interest. 
You know, you’ve got big palaces like this and, you know, we’ve got sites in our estate that go all the way down to, you know, a little kind of one or two room cottage. I mean they were all designed to be lived in and used and, you know, warm with people just living and working and being in here. And obviously those kind of times have mostly gone and it’s great that people can come in here and take a look around, but you know everyone goes home at the end of the day so what else is using the buildings and the landscape? It’s going to be the wildlife. It’s going to be all the animals and the plants and things like that, isn’t it? So…

Sarah:
Yeah, that’s beautiful. This is their home – like that little bird downstairs that’s having a nest.

Jen:
Yeah, exactly. You know we all share it. I have to say a lot of the credit for that goes to the climate change specialists that we have in our teams and our organisation – the rangers that are part of our organisation.
They’re people who have a network called Green Champions and these are just people who are really keen on green initiatives and how to be sustainable and how to encourage wildlife and plant life and everything at our sites.
These are the people who look at litter picks and they look at wildlife spotters so they can count what is at our sites.

Chapter 9
33:00
Sarah:
Now, I know what you might be thinking, right? This is all very well and good, but sometimes I just want to go and see a castle, Sarah. There’s no way I can get involved in anything like this. I’m no scientist.
That’s where you’re wrong. See, I knew I had seen the signs around. Signs inviting me to snap a photo and share it with the team at Historic Scotland. And I was about to find out that my innocent holiday pics might have inadvertently contributed to some big science projects.
Very nice.

Jen:
Yeah, Monument Monitor Project, a citizen science project. It’s fantastic. I absolutely love it.
So there’s quite a few places that do it. And what it’s really about is, you know, if you’re out and about at these sites, you know, people take photographs of them all the time.
And so you can take photographs and you can use a QR code or send it to an email address. And what that really does is it helps the people who look at those photographs to kind of monitor them and say, right, well, you know, these photographs are taken five years apart, but we can see there’s a bit of decay here, a bit of discolouration there, Or, you know, we see there’s a lot of waterlogging in the photographs these days. So we maybe need to look at that.
So it’s really, you take a few photographs, but it’s really helping our conservation efforts. It’s such a cool project.

Sarah:
Well, it’s really lovely that tourist snaps, holiday snaps, actually, if you upload them to the right place, can really then help and feed into the conservation.

Jen: 
Absolutely. It’s not just about, you know, the craftspeople who know how to do the repairs or build in traditional ways. It’s not just about the people who know how to combat or how to try and meet the challenge of climate change.
It’s about, you know, the people who are here every day or they walk their dog nearby a site every day and they just take a little picture.
You know, we’re always saying that heritage belongs to everyone. That doesn’t just mean access, it means about looking after it as well. And that can be really helpful for us, just looking at your snaps.

Sarah:
Well, that’s good to know. I feel quite inspired. I want to make sure I do that.

Chapter 10
35:00
Sarah:
There you go. So even you can become a conservationist on your travels around Historic Scotland sites and help maintain these incredible places for years to come, all with a wee smartphone and some snaps.
I really loved my time at Huntly Castle, walking around with Patrick and Jen.
It still stands as a whisper from the past, a place where the power and prestige that once danced through its halls still moves through crumbling stone.
Once a fortress of influence, now something of a sanctuary for wildlife.
Huntly Castle reminds us that history does not fade, it simply finds new ways to exist.
The birds and bats that nest in its walls, the visitors who trace their fingers over time-worn carvings and the historians who keep its legacy alive. They are all part of its ever-unfolding story.
As are you. And maybe your holiday photos.

Chapter 11
36:09
Sarah:
This has been the Historic Scotland podcast.
It was produced and edited by Adam Stoner. I’m Sarah MacGillivray.
Next time, a palace. A breathtaking monument to Scotland’s royal past, Linlithgow was once a magnificent Renaissance residence. Once echoing with the footsteps of monarchs, its elegant ruins now rise against the sky.
Oh, let’s get the bus or train. I’m ready.
See you then.
