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High-Level Tactile Inspection: Report - Introduction

Inspection start 30/05/2022 Inspection end 18/07/2022 Submission 

PIC ID #  PIC323  Site name  Urquhart Castle 

30/11/2022 

 Lead inspector 

Other inspectors 

Introduction: 
The Inspection Team assessed 14 out of 15 zones covering the whole monument and visitor centre, using a 
range of high level access equipment including rope access, spider MEWP, alloy tower and ladders. Mats were 
used to protect the ground while accessing the moat and during the inspection of the foot bridge leading to 
the gatehouse. 

HLF Inspection Risk Matrix: 
HES-T1C-HLF-RAS-X-X-V0300-RiskMatrix 

Re-inspection frequency: (in years) 
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High-Level Tactile Inspection: Report - Summary dashboard 
g 

are not reflected in this report which records the findings of the inspection only.  The wall of the Smithy/Old 
tower could not be inspected with the available access methods at the time of inspection and is classed as a 
potential high risk. The remainder of Zone 10 is essentially inaccessible above a steep and heavily vegetated 
incline. 

PREDOMINANT RISKS: 
The local sandstone is prone to minor scaling and delamination.  Mortar decay resulted in fragmentation and 
loosening of some pinnings. Due to the relative low height of the walls, most risks were scored as low with 
high risk loose wall head stones being removed or subsequently repaired by the MCU under section 17. 
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High-Level Tactile Inspection: Report - Access Scope 

PIC ID # PIC323  Site name  Urquhart Castle 

Access methods: Select all methods used to conduction inspection 

Steeplejack Ladder Yes 

Ground Yes Binoculars / Photo UAV 

Rope Access Yes 

MEWP Yes Design Scaffold Yes Alloy Tower Scaffold 

Other method If yes, details: 

Ground protection / tracking required: Yes 

External Contractor appointed for access requirments: Yes 

Inspection info: 

Limitations of The inspection was carried out in two phases during the first week of June (Grant 
inspection: Tower) and the second half of July. It was possible to inspect the Visitor Centre by 

MEWP and this was also used to inspect the bridge and piers (zone 1). Rope access was 
required for most of the curtain wall and motte and bailey. De-vegetation was also 
carried out by the rope team as requested by the MCU. The alloy tower was used to 
inspect the gatehouse archway while ladders were used to inspect all other areas, 
including the port cullis. Inspections of visitor routes were undertaken before opening 
to reduce the need for site closures ie. the visitor centre and gatehouse and access 
equipment (MEWP and alloy tower) was moved around the site before opening. 
Nonetheless, some visitors gained unauthorised access prior to opening by reaching the 
site by boat and had to be warned about the risks on site. 

Areas not inspected: The Smithy (remains of old tower) and  zone 10 could not be inspected. Zone 10 is 
essentialy inaccessible while the remains of the tower have been barriered. 

Click on link below image to open drawing in PDF viewer: 
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