
The place you are visiting has been at the heart  
of Scotland’s life for well over a thousand years.  
Well defended on its tall volcanic crag, it has been 
occupied since prehistoric times. By the medieval  
era it was an important royal residence, and the city 
growing up around it became the nation’s capital.

Over many centuries, Edinburgh Castle has witnessed 
royal ceremonies, savage battles, medieval 
parliaments, lavish feasts, desperate sieges, grand 
parades, ruthless politics, raids by stealth, the birth of a 
king and the deaths of queens, jousting tournaments, 
troubled marriages, devout prayers and intensive 
military activity.

Scottish monarchs commissioned grand buildings 
here, both as secure lodgings and as demonstrations of 
their wealth, power and sophistication. The castle’s 
royal role continues up to the present day.

The castle is also home to important national symbols, 
such as the Honours of Scotland (the crown jewels),  
the kingmaking Stone of Destiny and the medieval  
siege cannon Mons Meg. Its long military use 
continues, and is recognised in the National War 
Museum, three regimental museums, and the 
sombrely handsome Scottish National War Memorial. 

In more recent times, Edinburgh Castle has  
gained recognition as an international icon and  
a fascinating place to visit. You are following in the 
footsteps of millions. 

This book will help you explore all the castle’s most 
interesting features, and discover its extraordinary 
history. Look out for ‘Unearthed’ text panels, which 
describe some of the most intriguing archaeological 
discoveries. The camera icons will help you find some  
of the best locations from which to take photographs.

We hope that it will bring the castle’s story to life, 
and provide a lasting keepsake of your time at this  
ancient royal stronghold.3
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Historic Scotland Membership 
Historic Scotland Membership offers fantastic days out all year, 
plus many other benefits, discounts and special offers.

Membership is available for 12 months or for life, in a variety  
of membership categories.

Membership benefits 
• Entry to over 300 Historic Scotland sites as often as you want
• Quarterly membership magazine
• Member discount in Historic Scotland’s shops, both online  

and at individual sites
• Access to over 500 historic sites in the care of English Heritage, 

Cadw (Wales) and Manx National Heritage (Isle of Man)

How to join 
There are four ways you can obtain more information or start  
your membership:

In person At any staffed Historic Scotland site or property
By phone Call +44(0)131 668 8999 with your credit/debit card details
Online www.historicenvironment.scot/membership
By post Historic Scotland Membership, Longmore House,  
Salisbury Place, Edinburgh EH9 1SH

Explorer Pass 
For visitors to Scotland, the Explorer Pass offers admission to all 
Historic Scotland properties for 3 or 7 days. Ask for details and  
prices at any Historic Scotland property or visit our website at:  
www.historicenvironment.scot/explorer
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t = top; c = centre; b = bottom; l = left; r = rightRight. A carved stone lion at the 
entrance to the Scottish National  
War Memorial in Crown Square.
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1  Argyle Battery 2     
2   Prisons of War 3 
3 Dury's Battery

4  Foog's Gate

5  Mons Meg

6  Argyle Tower & 

Portcullis

7  Fore Well

8  Half-Moon 

Battery

9  The Great Hall 10 

10 Royal Palace

11  The Honours of 

Scotland (Scottish 

Crown Jewels & 

the Stone of 

Destiny)

We have labelled defensive features and some other important locations. 
A battery is a place where there are guns. #LearningWithHES

Capture Edinburgh Castle map - coordinates practice!
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