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Statement on sustainable growth 2017-18 

The following statement sets out the steps that Historic Environment Scotland (HES) 
has taken in 2017-18 to promote and increase sustainable growth through the exercise 
of its functions. Further information on this is contained in our Annual Report and 
Financial Statements.  

HES supports the Scottish Government’s goal of creating opportunities for all of 
Scotland to flourish through increased sustainable growth and through implementation 
of A Plan for Scotland: The Scottish Government’s Programme for Scotland 2017-18 
and Scotland’s Economic Strategy.  

Scotland continues to grow as a leading tourism destination and HES plays a key role 
in advocating for Scotland internationally, as well as promoting sustainable growth. 
We welcomed over 5 million visitors to paid attractions in our care whilst also meeting 
our target of VisitScotland ratings of 4 stars or above at over 92% of our sites.  

We estimate that we generated more than £600 million in direct investment to the 
Scottish economy in 2017-18 via tourism expenditure which would not have happened 
otherwise. We directly supported 16,600 full-time equivalent jobs and 25,500 indirectly 
as well as generated £40m spend with Scottish suppliers and contractors 

In addition to managing the properties in our case, we invested £15.4m though grants 
to our partners and we estimate that this assisted repairs at over 5 times this level 
evidencing the significant leverage that historic environment investment can deliver. 
Our grants programme helps to stimulate regeneration, promote sustainable 
development and reinforce a sense of place.  

We continue to invest in education and skills, providing over 118,000 education visit 
as well as 40 modern apprentices. 

In all our work, we strive to provide leadership and act as an exemplar in the face of 
climate change and impact by reducing our greenhouse emissions, acting in a 
sustainable way and adapting to climate change. We made a total reduction in our 
greenhouse gas emissions of 5.3% in comparison to our annual target of 2.3% for 
2017-18. 

We published our first overarching Investment Plan to enhance the condition of our 
sites and improve the experience of our visitors as well as other corporate priorities. 
We also published our Asset Management Plan that outlines the continued 
preservation, maintenance and conservation of the properties in our care for future 
generations.  

 


